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Dr. Carr,

KPMG encourages its professionals to obtain industry-recognized certifications to promote its reputation as a provider of superior advisory services. I am currently in the process of obtaining two certifications: the Certified Internal Auditor and the Certified Information System Auditor. Both certifications require passing a comprehensive, multi-part examination, to be followed by 80 hours of continuing professional education in two-year periods. Each certification incorporates business practices, accounting, information technology, and the practice of auditing into its examination core.
The Certified Internal Auditor exam is offered through the Institute of Internal Auditors, and is administered twice yearly, in May and November. The certification incorporates many different business-related disciplines, and those who obtain the certification are recognized as having achieved a prestigious level of excellence within the firm.

The Certified Information Systems Auditor exam is offered through the Information Systems Audit and Control Association. Like the CIA certification, it demonstrates a level of professionalism and excellence that is recognized worldwide. 
In the professional environment, obtaining a certification is a method of demonstrating a measurable level of competency, regardless of educational or professional background. Because all professionals must pass the same examination, there is a measure of consistency which demonstrates one’s knowledge and expertise, and can be evaluated by any organization. Additionally, certifications typically demonstrate that an individual has performed above and beyond normal expectations; professionals are set apart from their peers and are awarded extra recognition and prestige for their efforts.

Students in your classes would be well-served to pursue and obtain either or both certifications, as they would be heavily favored in their career searches. Obtaining certifications would demonstrate to prospective employers that students have excelled above their peers and are worthy of additional recognition and consideration for employment.

Best wishes,

Justin Smith

jcsmith@kpmg.com
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