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Certified Wireless Network Administrator Certification (CWNA) Test

This certification is the first level in the Certified Wireless Network program and is extremely interesting, in my opinion.  It is also one of the most sought after certifications in today’s Technology market.  Just as a side note, in a survey posted on the cwnp website, the average salary of an I.T professional with this cert. is 70K.  It is definitely not one of the easiest certifications, however, and does require a good bit of preparation.

I purchased the bundle from the cwnp website that included the test voucher (which is normally $175, alone) and the 5 practice exams (450 questions in all) for $195.  I also got the Official Study Guide from Amazon for around $30.  I started studying in September, by reading the C.W.N.A Official Study Guide, and allotted myself to finishing at least the first three chapters which covered the basics (such as Radio Frequencies, and etc…) in the first month.  After that, I covered the other chapters at a more rapid pace, covering the rest (8 more chapters…in all 11 chapters) in the following two months.    I also took notes while going through each chapter in the study guide and typed them out on my computer and then used them for reference when studying.  I took the practice tests after that, making sure to make at least in the 90th percentile on them.  

Overall, I believe the test was hard, but not unreasonable.  The questions were more based on the study guide and not verbatim from the sample tests.  But the sample tests do help you understand certain processes and areas such as the Spread Spectrum Technologies (which consist of Frequency Hopping and Spread Spectrum) that are covered on the exam.  You have about an hour and forty-five minutes to take ninety-one questions (one being more of a survey which is counted into your score, so that’s a nice little freebie).  

Be sure to know the standards: 802.11, 802.11b, 802.11a, 802.11g, 802.11af and 802.11f, the data rates of each, and the frequency bands they are in.  Also, be prepared to know the process of conducting a site survey and how to troubleshoot any problems that may be incurred after implementation of a wireless L.A.N.  Just put yourself in the state of mind a real network administrator and ask yourself what they would need to know in order to manage and maintain a wireless network.  The main areas to come with a good understanding of are: all the standards, radio frequency behavior (reflection, multipath, diffraction and etc.), hardware(access points, antennas(know the terms:  omni/dipole, directional, yagi, patch and etc.), know how to calculate Gain, Loss and EIRP, and how to troubleshoot after the implementation of wireless networks and you will do fine.

Sidenote:

If you have the time, pick up the Wireless for Dummies.  It is an easy read (although I prefer the Official Study Guide) and is great to get another perspective on things.  Also, I have heard great things about the book Wi-Foo.  I read on many forums that this book is a must for any wireless admins.  Speaking of forums, that’s another good place to look if you want to get a good peer opinion of the test.  I recommend Tech Exams, Cram Session, and the one on C.W.N.P’s site.  Just get creative and look around for yourself on the Internet. Even asking people you know that are in the I.T field their opinion of it, if they have taken it, is great as well.  

