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Microsoft® 70-270 Exam: Installing, Administering, and Configuring Microsoft® Windows XP Professional


This was the second Microsoft® certification test that I attempted in the past three years. As with all tests, preparation is the key. The first test I took was in 2001 and was the Windows 2000 Professional test. This really took me by surprise since it was the first time I had taken a test of this type. Unfortunately, I failed this test by 2 or 3 questions and never took it again. Recently, I attempted to achieve my MCP certification again by passing the Windows XP Professional exam. I initially took the test on November 24, 2004 and failed to pass this test as well. I then retook the test on December 01, 2004 and improved my score by almost 200 points and passed easily. Below are my recommendations for taking and passing this test.


Sybex makes a great book that you should read if you are really interested in knowing your stuff when it comes to XP Pro. It covers almost everything you could come across in a real world situation, and has great examples to go along with everything. It also comes with great CD that has Flash® demonstrations for people who like to SEE exactly how things should be done instead of just READING about it. My only complaint with this book is that it does not prepare you for the types of questions you will encounter on the exam (I should probably throw some blame towards Microsoft® as well for the question design on the exam).


TestKing and Real-Exams.net make great study guides to prepare you for the types of questions you will see on the exam. I personally used both of them and they were worth every penny that they cost. My recommendation is that you read a book like the Sybex book and then go over the study guides once you know the material. This provides you with the best possible chance on the test because you are prepared for the material as well as the types of questions that will be thrown at you. 


These tests are somewhat difficult but if you put in the study time you shouldn’t have too much trouble passing. I’m sure you are saying to yourself, “Well you didn’t pass the first two tests you took”, and you are right. That is the purpose of this review. I feel that if I had known what materials to study and how to study for an exam like this, I would have passed on the first try, which is what I’m hoping to help some of you do. These tests are too expensive to take over and over when you are not properly prepared to take and pass them. I hope that this review has helped at least one person and Good Luck to all who attempt this in the future. The MCP certification is great to have, and comes with quite a few perks which you will have to find out about yourself once you successfully pass the test. 

